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closely investigated by Cameron,1 whose results were afterwards con-
firmed and improved as a result of the work of Schoevers.2

Carveth 3 also investigated still another oxime, namely, ^-anisaldoxime,
of which Beckmann 4 had also found two isomers.

Another interesting substance is benzil-orthocarbonic-acid, two
clearly different crystalline modifications of which were discovered by
Graebe and Juillard;5 of these one appeared to be white, the other
yellow. Whilst enantiotropy frequently occurs in inorganic chemistry,
it is found to be extremely rarely mentioned in the literature of organic
chemistry. But it would be quite wrong to conclude from this that in
the region of organic chemistry this phenomenon should really only be
looked upon as a great exception. This idea, certainly a false one,
must be ascribed in the first place to the fact that, on account of the
low reaction velocity between the different molecular species in organic
substances, enantiotropy is much less easily revealed, and secondly a
reason for this assumption may be found in the fact that no accurate
and systematic investigation has yet been carried out in this region.

As regards benzil-orthocarbonic-acid, however, it is well known
that this substance is enantiotropic. Soch6 has established this with
certainty, and he has also attempted to extend Graebe's 7 researches.

Then the extremely interesting system to which the aldehyde of
acetic acid gives rise may be mentioned; this has been investigated
by Holman8 and by Smits and de Leeuw.9 Then again we have a
large and very important group of allotropic substances, exhibiting very
distinct transformations, in the keto and enol compounds. Wolf10
carried out an investigation of formyl-phenyl-acetic ester, of which, two
years previously, Wislicenus u had discovered two modifications, a solid
keto and a liquid enolic compound. Since then a number of researches
on other substances exhibiting intramolecular changes have been
published by Dimroth.12 These very interesting papers deal with the
investigation of derivatives of triazol, chiefly in different solvents.

One of these isomers is always an acid, which may be determined
by titration, and this, of course, is a great advantage in the investigation
of the phenomenon of transformation.

Another substance which by reason of its peculiar behaviour had
already attracted various investigators is the hydrazone of acetaldehyde,
of which Fischer13 discovered two modifications.

Bamberger and Pemselu carried out a more thorough investigation
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